Thames View Infants
Remote Education Provision: Information for Parents

learning

This information is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and parents or carers
about what to expect from remote education where national or local restrictions require entire
cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final section
of this page.

The Remote Curriculum: What is Taught to Pupils at Home

A pupil's first day or two of being educated remotely might look different from our standard
approach, while we take all necessary actions to prepare for a longer period of remote teaching.

(a) What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day or two
of pupils being sent home?

Our remote education provision you will be made available immediately in the first day of a
bubble being sent home.

Electronic copies of resources will follow by the following day via ParentMail.

Hardcopies of resources (worksheets and exercise books) will follow by the 2"%/3™ day (post
pending) and in the first instance, Parents should improvise with resources.

(b) Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the
same curriculum as they would if they were in school?

Yes, we teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and
appropriate, including a daily Assembly and act of Collective Worship.

We have needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, it's very difficult to
teach PSHE (Circle Time) and Music remotely.

Remote teaching and study time each day

() How long can | expect work set by the school to take my child each day?

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:

Nursery 2 hours
Reception 3 hours
KS1 4 hours
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Accessing Remote Education

(d) How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?

Live lessons are broadcast by each Class Teacher via Twitter. Each Class Teacher has their own
official Twitter account. All School Lessons can also be accessed via #CarryOnTVI.

By the same means, there are daily EYFS and KS1 Assemblies.

Each week, usually on a Wednesday, a ParentMail is sent to each family, including Twitter
details and timings of subjects and lessons for the week ahead.

Resources, worksheets and exercise books to support the consolidation element of these online
lessons are posted to families in readiness for the week ahead. (They are usually hand-
delivered on a Thursday to families living near to School).

All families receive a twice-weekly mentoring and learning support call from a Teaching
Assistant who knows the child well. They speak to the parents and offer help, advice and share
their experience.

A regular (usually twice-weekly) podcast from the Headteacher is also broadcast by the same
means described above, via #HeadteachersUpdate.

Using Twitter carefully to engage families is a long-established practice at Thames View Infants.
All Parents/Carers must set up a Twitter account and are indeed encouraged to do so from the
point of admission into Nursery/Reception.
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(e) If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you support them

to access remote education?

Our online provision can be accessed very flexibly:

It is not dependent on any particular device and can even be accessed via a mobile
phone.

Although broadcasted live, the lessons can be ‘played back’ at convenient times, for
example if the device has to be shared between other family members.

We offer Parents/Carers “double data” via a Government Scheme or free data-loaded
SIM-Cards (see ParentMail for details).

Hard copies of all resources and the follow-up phone calls, ensure that an alternative is
available.

Infant Schools are currently not eligible for Government-provided laptops.

All work completed at home should be stored safely and returned home with your child
for marking when School reopens.

For all enquiries email Office@ThamesViewlnfants.org.
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(i How will my child be taught remotely?

The School’s approach to remote learning is described in section (d).

Lessons replicate the School’s Timetable as close as possible. The style of learning closely
embraces the School’'s Signature Pedagogy. Teachers model and demonstrate learning and
new concepts in a manner that children are most familiar with.

In advance of each lesson, teachers Tweet pictures of the resources that the children will be
using, so that Parents/Carers can easily find them in the packs sent home the week before.

Parents are encouraged to sit with children and support them in this process. Parents are
encouraged to “pause and rewind” the teaching segment of the broadcasts where required.

At the point of consolidation (“job time”) the teacher will explain whether children should
undertake their work independently or with adult support. Once the consolidation activity is
explained, the broadcast will end and children will work as directed until the next broadcast
commences.

Should a teacher ever fall ill, then Parents will be directed via ParentMail to the broadcasts from
a teacher of a parallel class.

Additional exercise books will be posted to families upon request.
The School’s Offer is very comprehensive, well balanced and “complete”. Regularly, Parents are
reminded of the importance of a balance, breaks from screen-time and not to seek to “over

teach” children excessively — with the message “our online offer is enough”.

A very comprehensive list of extra-curricular online resources and activities are available for
those rare occasions where an alternative is required.
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Engagement and Feedback

(g) What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we as

parents and carers should provide at home?

We expect Parents to support the School by engaging with our online offer. This includes:

1.

Parents/Carers use their ParentMail account to access resources and lesson timings for
the week ahead.

Parents/Carers set up their own Twitter Accounts for their children to access on-line
learning.

Parents/Carers follow the e-Safety advice/guidance as set out in the Home School
Agreement, which includes various important aspects of Online Safety and the
Acceptable Use Policy to keep children safe online. In particular, parents are regularly
reminded that:

a. Twitter accounts are strictly for parents (as children under the age of 13 should not have
social media accounts).

b. Children should not be online without parental permission and their parents nearby.

c. Staff members will never contact children by any means.

Parents/Carers create a space for their child to work.

Parents/Carers create a routine for their child around the weekly “TV Times Guide” of
lessons from their teacher and daily assemblies from the Headteacher. (Parents/Carers
also stay informed in general terms by watching the twice-weekly Headteacher's
Updates, too).

Embracing the long-established ethos of “Family Learning Together”, Parents/Carers sit
with their child and support them with the learning segment of lessons.

Parents/Carers receive and organise the weekly resources delivered from School. They
keep completed resources safe in order to return at the end for marking.

Parents/Carers engage with the twice-weekly learning support phone calls from their
child’s Teaching Assistant.

Contact School should there be any problems whatsoever.
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(h) How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will | be
informed if there are concerns?

The twice-weekly home-learning phone call is designed to be a two-way dialogue. Staff are
trained to offer support and advice with learning matters. The calls will gauge the family’s
engagement with the remote education offer.

Some families will receive additional calls and well-being checks from the Inclusion Team.

Staff making calls are well trained and particularly well-connected to the School's Family
Support Team. Any concemns will be swiftly identified and support provided quickly.

Where we fear that engagement is not taking place or where we are unable to contact families,
further stapes will be taken such as additional calls, door step visits and seeking support from
other professionals and agencies.

(il How will you assess my child’s work and progress?

Teachers will not mark work remotely.

Families are welcome to Tweet carefully chosen photographs of children’s work (mindful of e-
safety Guidance within the Home School Agreement) and discuss work in more detail with
Teaching Assistants during the twice-weekly phone calls. Teaching Assistance also know to
revisit previous areas of concerns for Parents/Carers.

Teaching Assistants will offer advice and guidance to Parents/Carers, drawing upon their own
experience and the knowledge of the children. They will also share this information with the
Class Teachers.

Teachers will address learning within lessons and offer focused feedback, without mentioning
individuals’ names, to address any commonly held misconceptions or learning points.

Parents/Carers should save children’s completed work and return it to School for marking when
School reopens.
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Additional support for pupils with particular needs

(i How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from
adults at home to access remote education?

We recognise that some pupils, for example those with special educational needs and disabilities
(SEND), may not be able to access remote education without additional support from adults at
home.

Children attending our Specialist Provision will receive on-line learning as described above.

For children with more Complex and Developmental needs, details of learning and practical
activities, are sent out each week via ParentMail and Post etc. These include instructions on
how to set up a work station and how to use a visual schedule for those that require it. Where
further resources are required, we recommend those that are generally easily found within the
home.

For Children with Communication Needs, videos are uploaded to Twitter for families to follow.
These are supported by individual resource packs and weekly phone calls to address issues
and to provide further 1-2-1 support for specific targets for each child.

The Educational Psychologist Service continues to work with the School remotely.

The Educational Health Care Team continues to accept and work on referrals; as do the School
Nurse and Health Visitor.
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils

Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in school,
how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole groups. This is
due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.

(k) If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their remote
education differ from the approaches described above?

Where an individual pupil is required to self-isolate (when the remainder of the School is open),
the following approach will operate:

1. The child will take home a pack of resources that reflects the provision for the current
week and the week ahead (when available).

2. The Teaching Assistant will ring the Parent/Carer to have a home-learning conversation
with them. During the call, the learning content of that week is discussed, with the aim
of helping the family to support their child in their learing as much as possible.

Where an entire Class is closed (but the remainder of the School is open), all lessons will move
online in the manner described within this document.
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